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IIl.— Home ApMiNIsTRATION. 


(a)—Police. 
1536, The Amrita Bazar Patrika characterises the Chaukidari Tax as 
The Chaukidari Tax. the cruellest in the world. Originally needed 


by the people, chaukidars have since 1892 been 
employed by Government as constables to spy upon their neighbours and 


report on crops, crime and other matters, but the Government does not spend 
a single pice from tts own treasury for the maintenance of this watch. 

The Pairtka also condemns the system of collecting the tax; the sales of 
property that the Act sanctions in default of payment of the tax, and the 
appointment of Tehsildars to realise the tax. The subject is recommended for 


the consideration of the Police Commission, who are exhorted to recommend 
its total abolition. 


1537. The Amrita Bazar Patrika hopes that what it has heard from its 
Ibid, Dacca correspondent that the President of the 


Police Commission is inclined to recommend that | 


the Chaukidari tax should be levied on zamindars is all a mistake. 

If Government will not relieve the villagers of maintaining the chaukidars, 
it must leave the latter under the absolute control of those who find means for 
their maintenance. But, if the Government wants to departmentalize the 
whole chaukidari force and bring it under one system, it must abolish the 
chaukidari tax and maintain the chaukidars just in the same manner as it 
maintains the regular police. 


But the jonrnal is forits abolition, Chaukidars, it says, are not wanted 
by the people who themselves guard their property. As for reporting 


crime, this can be done by the panchayets if these local bodies are created on 
@ popular basis, 


- 1588. While holding that the object with which the Police Commission 
has been appointed is no doubt laudable, there 
are, says the Bengalee, so many vested interests, 
such a number of traditions, so many questions of supposed sound policy 
which the Commission, if it is to do any real good, will have to ride 
roughshod over, that the journal really despairs of any good coming out. of it 
in the end. 

The subordination of the District Superintendent to the District Magis- 
trate in everything connected with the Police; the im gen Ag the District 
Superintendent to investigate cases; the discharge of his office duties by the 
Senior Inspector in charge of the Sadar, all suggest the question—What useful 
purpose does the District Superintendent serve in the administrative economy 
of the district? The appointment, in the opinion of the Bengailee, should be 
abolished. If not, District Superintendents ought to be subordinate to Deputy 
Magistrates, if the maintenance of purity in the administration of criminal 
Justice in this country is to be adil 

' 1539. The Indian Empire remarks that the Police Commission should 

? enquire into the causes which have led the police 

Police Reform. to be oppressive and to thrive as oppressors, and to 

adopt measures to remedy this state of things. It holds the opinion that no 
reform of this department is possible without a better class of District 


Superintendents of Police and the complete severance of the Magistracy from 
the Police. 


1540. Continuing its observation on this subject, the Bengalee enquires into 
/ the reason why it is that, slthough the complaint 

9h against the criminal courts in the mufassal is almost 
universal, there is hardly any complaint against the work done by Civil Courts. 
The men recruited for the ean line are superior to those who belong to 
the Judicial Service, and yet it is found that the latter are invariably successful 
while the former are failures. Jt is because the Depoty Magistrate tries to 
make his capacity of Criminal Judge subserve his capacity of Executive Officer, 


The Police Commission. 
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he enormously large percentage of convictions in police cases in the Magis. 
cae Courts y a ies to the efficiency of the Police, but to the evil influence 
exercised by the Police on the Magistracy. The first thing, therefore, that is 
necessary to render the Police efficient is to separate the Executive from the 


- Judicial; next, abolish the appointment of District Superintendent or make 


it the prize of long and tried service in the Department. : 


1541. There are two points which the Amrtia Bazar Pairska finds are not 
| receiving the consideration of the Police Commis. 

an ee sion which they deserve, viz. the Chaukidari 
system and the separation of the Police from the Magistracy. It is, says 
the journal, a manifestly despicable proceeding to expect the chaukidars, 
who are maintained by the people, to side with the authorities against the 
people, and no chaukidar can be found who has the haxdihood to offend his 
co-villagers to please the Government. The only way to render the chaukidar 
a useful member of the Police system is to make the police popular, and 
then the Government will not only obtain the co-operation of the chaukidar, 
but of every villager in addition, 


As to the separation ofthe police from the Magistracy, evidence should 
be taken whether, under existing circumstances, it is possible for accused 
persons to secure justice when they are sent up by the police. As this is not 
the experience of the present time, the question of separating the judicial 
and executive functions should be taken into consideration, The Police 
and Magistracy, asin Calcutta, should be independent departments or District 
Magistrates should be divested of judicial powers and of the control over sub- 
ordinate Magistrates, who should be placed under the District and Sessions Judge, 
or thirdly let one of the Sadar Magistrates be made subordinate to the 
District and Sessions Judge, and be called a Police Magistrate, whose principal 


duty it will be to try ali polsce cases, | 


(6) Worksng of the Courts. 


1542. Reviewing the Annual Report on the Administration of Criminal 
Justice in the Punjab for the year 1901, the Bengalee 
| makes the following remarks in the connection. 
with the working of the provisions of the Criminal Procedure Code for taking. 
security. : 
“ Perhaps there is no provision in the Criminal Procedure Code. which is 
so systematically abused as that regarding the taking of security from bad 
characters. Ifa policeman bears a grudge against anybody, he has only to 
report him as a bad character or rather a “suspected” bad character, and 
an accommodating Magistrate may be trusted to demand such a hea 
security from the person thus prosecuted as the latter is sure to be unable 
to furnish. The result is that the victim is clapped into hajat, where he is 
doomed to rot as long as it pleases his persecutors to keep him in that delect- 
able place. ‘Thus in the hands of an unscrupulous Police, the section in 


asa is constantly used as an en gine of oppression; and no one is secure. 
rom its application against himself.’ 


1543. The Amrita Bazar Patrika comments as follows on the order of 
the High Court that there must be a new trial in 
the case of Moula Bux of Goagoan, on whose behalf 


the Subdivisional Officer of Kissenganj, Mr. 
Warde-Jones, refused to allow witnesses to be re-summoned :— 


‘* This means that the large amount of money which Moula Bux has already 
spent has practically been thrown into water, and that he will have to waste 
another large amount for his protection. And he suffersall this loss, in addition 
to mental and physical trouble,:because Mr. Magistrate Warde-Jones is ignorant 
of law. In other words, Mr. Jones committed a series of wrongs and Moula 
Bux should pay the penalty! Is this not an excellent arrangement? And 
what is more, he has to put up with his sufferings without.any remedy. Will 


the responsible authorities take due notice of the judicial conduct of Mr. Warde- 
Jones in connection with the case? _. , ee, 


Security for good behavior. 


Mr. Warde-Jones, Subdivisional 
Officer of Kissengan}. 
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(d'\— Education. 


1544. With reference to the question of fixing a minimum rate of ‘fees 
oe in affiliated colleges, Power and Guardian says that 


he Government of India’s Cire j; mee 
ima ‘the Report of the Unie if as the result of the present competition, the 


versities Commission. education imparted be really inferior if disci pline 
: ; be not enforced or good morals inculcated, the 
Government is welcome to insist on necessary improvements, each case being 


considered on its own merits, But why unnecessarily interfere with and try 


to throttle private enterprise, by conjuring up phantoms of “ inefficiency,” 
‘‘ inadequate pays ‘Sminimum standard,” and all that? 
1545, Indian educational interests would have been, says the Indian 
' Mutrror, far better served, if, instead of recommend- 
ing such radical changes, the Universities Com- 
mission had suggested additions and alterations in 
the details, leaving the main principles alone and untouched. 

If the Indian students are growing to be a race of crammers, it is mainly 
due, if not solely, to the faulty system of examination obtaining in India, 
which encourages, sanctions and fosters cram. It is therefore this system which 
which calls for reform. 


The reform of University Ex- 
aminations, 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


1546. The Bangalee recommends that the appointment of Special Health 
Officer to the Corporation, which will be vacant at 
the end of the year, be filled by the promotion of 
one of the District Medical Officers, who should be 
given Rs. 1,200 as pay, his place being filled by a junior officer on say Rs. 
250 or 800. By. this means the Corporation will effect a saving of about 
Rs. 1,000 a month. 
1547, The Bengalee defends the Metropolitan Bengalee from the charge 
: eae of disloyalty brought against him by the Indtun 
dn ve Hee Daily News for the small amount subscribed by 
him to meet the expenses of the festivities in connection with the Coronation 
of His Majesty the King Emperor. It points out that the “free and indepen- 
dent rate-payers,” referred to by the Datly News, are far from being happy 
in mind and prosperous in circumstances under the present Municipal | - 
ration of Calcutta to be able to participate in festivities. It is not disloyalty 
but actual poverty which stands in the way of their contributing to the 
success of the Coronation Festivities Fund. : 


The Special Health Officer of 
the Corporation. 


(9) Ratlways and Communtcations, including Canals and Irrigation. 


1548, Adverting to the complaint ina Musalman paper of Hyderabad, 


Nenihienen: tsi tin Slee of the want of status of Muhammadans in the Tele- 


Postal, and Railway Services, graph Department, the Moslem Chronicle remarks | 


that it is not the Director-General of Telegraphs 
who is concerned with such questions as the adequate proportion of races 
employed in that Service, but it is the Government which should be moved 
in the matter with a view to ameliorate their condition. The Chronicle finds 
that in the Postal and Railway Services, too, Muhammadans are conspicuous 
by their absence, and it appeals to Government to see that a great and numer- 
ous community is not overlooked in this manner. 


1549. The Bengalee complains that the Superintendent, Calcutta Central 
Telegraph Office, has issued a circular letter 
addressed to all Eurasian signallers, asking whether 
they would volunteer for transfer to the general scale. There are several 
Indian signallers who are willing to be so transferred, but they have not 
been addressed in the matter. The journal directs the attention of the 
Director-General of Telegraphs to this invidious distinction in the hope that 
it may be immediately removed. | 

1550, The official in India, says the Amrita Bazar Patrika, knows only 
one method of improving the administration, and 
that is to impose taxes. The road-cess originally 


An invidious distinction. 


The irrigation tax. 


levied in return for benefits received, is now, like the Public Works Cess, diverted : 
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to illegitimate objects. Yet Mr. Hare, the Commissioner of the Patna Division 
would impose an irrigation tax. Where, asks the journal, is the guarantee 
that the proceeds of this tax will be applied to the welfare of those who 


pay it? 


(h)— General. 


1551. The Weekly Chronicle (Assam), commenting upon the appointment 

. of Babu Sadoy Charan Das, Superintendent of the 

pin appointment in the Asm Deputy Commissioner's Office, Shillong, to the 
Assam Provincial Service, does not ap) rove of 

the reversal of Sir Henry Cotton’s policy of excluding ministerial officers from 
this Service, The appointment in question, it is complained, is in supersession 
of the just claims of many qualified officers of the Subordinate Civil Service 
of Assam, and is not likely to inspire the public with confidence. 


1552. The Indian Mirror hopes that the rumour is not true that the 

Hon’ble Mr. A. T. Arundel, the Madras represen- 

MF ag Lieutenant-Governor tative in the Viceroy’s Council, is to be the next 

Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. It complains that 

there have already been two examples in which selections made outside 
Bengal for this high office have failed to give satisfaction. 


1553. The Indian Mirror reverts to this subject and learns from a reliabie 

; source that the older favourities are no where and 

— Mr. Arundel is the dark horse. The journal 

adduces further reasons to show that a Madras Civilian to be appointed the 
ruler of Bengal would be in the nature of a huge blunder, and it suggests that 


there should be a universal protest against an arrangement which promises to 
be a job of a very bad description. 


1554. The Bengalee would not create a prejudice against the Hon’blo 

| Mr. Arundel, of the Madras Civil Service and 

_ Public Works Minister, who, according to report, 

is to be the next Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. But it insists, in case such 

an appointment is made, that Bengal should be converted into a Presidenc 

Government, like that of Madras and Bombay, with an Executive Council 
to guide and advise the Governor. | : 

1555. In the interests of truth and justice, the Jndian Nation feels 


ao bound to protest against the assumption that 
European prejudices—the Police, native agency is, in the nature of things, inferior to 
nd the University. 

European, and that, therefore, the white man must 
be given the preferment, Education, administration and justice alike suffer 
when race is made a qualification and a disqualification, and when capacity and 
incapacity are only presumed and not tested and proved. Englishmen brought 
out from home cannot for a long time succeed as Police Officers in this country. 
They do not know the country, the people, their language, their life. To 
reform the police, it must first be necessary to separate the judicial and 
executive functions and vest judicial functions exclusively in. men with a 
competent legal training. But there will not be such thorough-going reform. 
The main outcome of the deliberations of the Commission will be an 
increase in the strength and in the emoluments of the European staff 
specially as a superintending agency ; the creation of a sort of Provincial 
Police Service and a limitation of the prospects of native officers; and 
possibly some increase in the number of subordinate native officers and 
some slight improvement in the prospects of Sub-Inspectors. The assumption 
of European superiority will very likely result in a wholly inadequate recogn!- 
tion of native claims and a consequent weakness in the constitution of the 
service itself. : | : 

The journal then passes on to the consideration of the recommendation of 
the Universities Commission that college fees should be raised, and is satisfied 
that far from this course securing efficiency, it will impair it. The effect of the 
acceptance of this recommendation will be that Government colleges will be the 
gainers, but the journal denies the truth of the allegation that every Government 
college is more efficient than every private college. Private colleges are 98 


efficient for all practical purposes as Government colleges, and sometimes more 
80, as the results show. SEE a . “as 
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1556. ‘Ihe Indian Mirror condemns the practise of opium gambling that 
takes place under the nose of the Board of Revenue 


; ‘Lis : alou' : ‘ 
Opium gambling in Calentts in Bankshall Street, and recalling the successful 


prosecution for similar gambling in Surat a few years ago, says that only 


in Calcutta the Government and the Police continne to be indifferent to 
what is little short of crime, practised in the light of day. 


1557. Adverting to the memorial of Mr. Jussawalla, of Bombay, to the 


Viceroy, praying for the enactment of a measure 
prohibiting the slaughter of cows and she-buffaloes 
with a view to increase the stock of animals used 
for agriculture purposes, the Bengalee cannot help seeing the reasunableness of 
the petition, which it hopes will meet with a favourable response. 


1558. The Bengalee suggests that the Public Library should be thrown 


a ks open on Sundays and holidays for the convenience 
ne eee of the public, and that the hk which should be 
framed very carefully, should be published in draft form for public criticism 
before being finally adopted. 


1559, The Bengalee says that Lord George Hamilton, “ our transcendental 


Slaughter of kine and _ she- 
buffaloes. 


Lord George Hamilton’s budget 
speech, 


budget speech, which contained a superfluous 
; display of high sounding platitudes, signifying 
nothing. ‘The news that there might be an increase in the military expenditure 
of this country will, it says, scarcely be pleasant news for the Indian tax- 
payer, snd the announcement that it might also be necessary to increase the 
strength of the European garrison in India is regarded as much a hint to 
Russia as a repy to Indian politicians and publicists who have long been 
agitating for a reduction of that garrison. Finally, it bas no patience with 
Lord George Hamilton’s defence of the policy of the India Office Darbar and 
of the bigger pageant to be held in Delhi. ic one was necessary, the other is 
not. 3 , 

1560.. The Amrita Bazar Patrika cites two cases in substantiation of 
its recent complaint that Bengal was drifting 
| without any responsible head to guide it, but in 
doing so, it solemnly declares that the officers whose grievances it ventilates 
did not supply it with the details or solicit its interference. It trusts; there- 
fore, Mr. Buckland will not punish them. 


The first case isthat of Mr. B. De, on whose supersession as Divisional 
Commissioner and Excise Commissioner it enlarges. This officer, it says, 
wanted a larger district than Bankura, and all but got Hooghly when he was 
thrust aside to make room for Mr. Hamilton first and afterwards Mr. Marr, 


The interregnum in Bengal. 


both “ young and not very competent Civilians.” Then occurred an incident — 


which brought Mr. De intocollision with the Secretariat. It is related that 
on his recommending the retention of a Deputy Magistrate, who had received 


his orders of transfer, a wire was sent to him that he was “aiding and abet- — 


ting” the Deputy Magistrate in evading Government orders. Mr. De resented 
the language of the communication, and wrote protesting against it, to which 
no reply was received for two months. Then came an answer that the Chief 
Secretary was desired by the Lieutenant-Governor to say that Mr. De’s letter 
showed a spirit of affirmation which was deplorable in an officer of his 
standing! | | 


‘“ Though the letter was addressed in the Lieutenant-Governor’s name, 


we suspect that Mr. De’s letter was never placed before His Honour. 


Assuming that we are correct in our supposition, may we enquire who had 


the boldness to issue such an epistle in the name of the Chief Ruler? Was — 


it done by Mr. Buckland himself, or by one of his Under-Secretaries of five 
years’ standing ? Of course, we cannot believe the letter was written with 
the sanction of the Lieutenant-Governor; we hope it was not written by 


Mr. Buckland also; we believe it was done by an Under-Secretary. This is 
all that we can say in justification of the Chief Secretary. 
“Only a few days after this unjustifiable treatment accor led to Mr, De, 


4 


he was transferred from Bankura to Malda!” — 


Secretary,” simply surpassed himself in his last. 
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The other case relates to the promotion of two Officers of the Executive 
Service to the higher grades of the Judicial Branch in supersession of the claims 
of two of the best Hindu Judges. The Patrika asks whether their promotion 
was sanctioned by Sir John Woodburn, Mr. Buckland or the Under-Secretary ? 
It mentions that shortly after its notice of this case appeared, one of the Judges 
who had been superseded, was transferred to an insalubrious district. 

1561. In consequence of the alleged scarcity of the anti-plague serum, 

the demand for which is far in excess of the 
supply, the Bengalee says the inoculation opera- 
in the Punjab are ata standstill, and thet highly- 
paid medical staff is enjoying a holiday. This, it remarks, means that 
the cost of the campaign will necessarily be in excess of the estimate, since the 
employment of the staff will be prolonged. 

1562. The Amrita se Patrika a the a oe of the IXth 

ancers with the quartering of punitive police 

The case of the IXth Lancers. and finds that ms the 5 fos ar ale th . 
Government had no other alternative but to punish the whole regiment for 
their action in combining to defeat the ends of justice, whereas in the case 
of villagers the Government punishes thousands of innocent men with the 


full knowledge of their innocence, sometimes for the offence of only one or 
two men. 


The anti-plague inoculation 
operations in the Punjab, 


1V.—NATIVE STATES. 


1568. In the opinion of the Moslem Chronicle it is at once a ve 
? strange and great mistake that His Excellency 
ope a iceroy andthe Buling the Viceroy should have thought it at all proper 
iefs at the coming Darbar, os : : , : 
or politic or becoming to strip the Ruling Princes 


of India attending the Coronation Darbar at Delhi of their statutory 
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powers and salutes. Official reception, it says, was given to the Chiefs who 
attended the Coronation in London. As the Viceroy is neither the Ruler nor 
the Heir apparent, the Chrontcle says that the ceremony of presenting the first 
class Chiefs at the Darbar should be done away with. is | 

.1564. The Bengalee cannot understand why Residents should be at all 
maintained at every Native State of any import- 
ance. The loyalty of Native Princes being 
unquestionable, it is not necessary any longer to keep a watchful eye on their 
doings. Such States as Jaipur and Gwalior are ruled by Princes high in 
the confidence of the Government who have afforded proof of their devotion 
to the British Government. The removal of the Residents from these Courts 
would be a fitting acknowledgment of their loyalty and services to the 
Paramount Power, the Governor-General’s Agent alone being: sufficient for the 


purposes of exercising supervision. Lord Curzon is besought to inaugurate 
this beneficent measure at the forthcoming Darbar. : | 


The Residents in Native States. 


VI.—MIsceLLANEous. 


1565. The Bengalee writes:— 


‘‘So the Abercorn interest has proved too strong 
for Mr. Balfour, and Lord George Hamilton will 
continue to reign at the India Office, all confident predictions to the contrary 
notwithstanding. Earl Percy will be transferred from the India Office to some 
other post at the earliest opportunity, as heis too able and ambitious a man 
to submit to play second fiddle to Lord George Hamilton, No one has had 
such splendid opportunities of doing good to the people of India as our 
present Secretary of State, and no one could have made such poor use of them 
as his lordship. Therefore the news that his retirement from the India Office 


is indefinitely postponed will be received with the keenest disappointment in 
this country.” 


1566. The Bengalee writes s0 follows :— 


‘Reuter announces the death of Sir Alexander 

wr dag Sir Alexander Mackenzie, late Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. 
| Sir Alexander was no friend of the Indian or of 
Indian aspirations. He was the author of the Calcutta Municipal Bill, which 


‘ Hamilton for ever!” 
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has struck at the root of Local Self-Government in the metropolis‘of India. 
Even in his retirement he was busy doing mischief to the educated Indian. 
Yet the news of his death will be received with regret in Bengal, if not 
throughout India. ‘be Indian will not be able to forget Sir Alexander’s many 


faults and blunders, but he has sufficient generosity to forgivé even an old and 
inveterate enemy in his death.” | 


Orrice OF THE INspR.-GENERAL ] H. B. St. LEGER, 
oF Pouce, L. P., ( 
Writers’ Burtprnes, } Asst, to the Inspr.-General of Police, L. P. 


The 15th November 1902. 
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